Nitrogen, the element that is intimately associated with essentially all processes on Earth, is the broad focus of a new online, open access journal. The intention of this publication is to offer a venue for research papers, reviews, short notes, and communications that have as a nexus this critical element. Additional special issues will involve topics that will include a variety of papers addressing the state of knowledge in a particular topic involving nitrogen and the nitrogen cycle. These topics include nitrogen fixation, both biological and abiotic; nitrogen pollution; reactive nitrogen, in the atmosphere and hydrosphere; the increasing human nitrogen footprint on the planet; the identification of nitrogen compounds in the marine environment; and the preservation of organic nitrogen in sediments, soils, and fossils.
compound specific 15 N of individual amino acids to trace the flow of essential components through food chains. Preservation of ancient signals for plant types in past environments can be seen in the isotope composition of chlorophyll molecules.
The editorial board of this new journal, Nitrogen, is excited about the unique nature of this publication. It is a cross-disciplinary open access journal that will offer researchers a venue through which their own findings and perspectives can be rapidly reported to a wider, global audience, with little limitation on length. At the same time, since the publication is open access, the readership of the "nitrogen community" will be exposed to novel approaches and discoveries that will influence their own ideas and interpretations. The large number of disciplines represented by the editorial board of Nitrogen guarantees individualized, careful, and rigorous peer review. With over two decades of experience in publication, the editorial staff of MDPI has a well-established record in quality of the science published. The journals of the MDPI family are included in Scopus and the Science Citation Index. Through MDPI, publications are archived in the Swiss National Library. This new journal, Nitrogen, will, most importantly, be an opportunity for intensely interactive topics that involve innovative and pioneering science, which will be available to the global community now and in the future. As Editor-in-Chief of the editorial board, I invite you to submit your manuscripts, offer suggestions, participate in the review process, or lead a topic of special interest. I look forward to your comments and manuscripts.
